SECOND COHORT 2025-2026

BIRMINGHAM NEWSLETTER

INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF HOSPITALITY TALENTS

After its successful launch in 2024, the Birmingham Hospitality
Association continues to build momentum with the Hospitality
Connect Programme as it enters its second year.

The second cohort proudly welcomes four new partners - Novotel
Birmingham, Clayton Hotel Birmingham, Forest of Arden, and Holiday Inn
Birmingham City Centre & BCEC - bringing the total to 13 hospitality
partners committed to the programme.

With a growing network of industry and education collaborators, the
programme continues to champion careers in hospitality and build
stronger, more sustainable talent pipelines across Birmingham.
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A GLIMPSE AT OUR HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES
FROM THE FIRST TWO COHORTS

CHEFF SOUFFLE
MASTERCLASS

Malmaison Birmingham x
Yardleys School

Students joined Head Chef for an
interactive Home Economics class to
create delicious and nutritious
desserts.

This was followed by a hotel tour at
Malmaison, an open Careers Day, and
a creative marketing challenge where
students developed promotional
content for the hotel.

“We are really enjoying being part of the
programmewe have had the Pastry Chef
in this term to visit our pupils and
complete a cookery demonstration which
pupils really enjoyed and they keep asking
when the next activity is. Thanks a lot for
the opportunity and we can't wait for our
activities next term!”

Selly Park Girls’ School on their
partnership with Park Regis

UPCOMING
EVENTS

“The link has been amazing - they have
delivered above and beyond to support
many aspects of the school. Hotel staff
came to the school and recreated a dining
room with tablecloths and bought
afternoon tea and silver cutlery so other
pupils in Year 11 could take photos as
primary source. It has been a great
experience for me and the pupils.”

King Edward VI Balaam Wood
Academy on Hilton Garden Inn

SPRINGBOARD
TAREOVER DAY

The Belfry x
Erdington Academy

Students met with, listened to and
worked alongside industry expertsin
hands-on activities:

e Towelart
A chef’s tasting session
Mocktail masterclass
A venue tour
Gala service
Followed by a careers exhibition
where students were able to speak to
other West Midlands hotels.

“Miss Collins at St E.C has been telling us on
each visit how the students have been
raving about their trips to TGHB! It's been
truly humbling and gratifying to see their
engagement at each event as they gain
exposure to Hospitality Workshops, The
Grand Surroundings, as well as get inspired
by the hospitality stories our teams and
manager have been sharing with them from
their own career journeys.”

The Grand Birmingham on St
Edmund Campion Catholic School

» Networking event between educators & hoteliers: 4-6pm, Tuesday 7" July, at

Novotel Birmingham Centre.

¢ Celebration Event to celebrate the most engaging Rising Stars from the

programme & explore career pathways at UCB: Thursday 12" November, at

University College Birmingham.
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